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Nadir, of course, wished the prince to be out of the way, so that he might
have an absolutely free hand.
When Ashraf reached Isfahan after his series of defeats, he put no less
than 3,000 of the 'ulama and other prominent inhabitants to death, while
his men plundered and set fire to the bazaars. Fearing lest the employees
of the English and Dutch East India Companies should escape to Nadir,
Ashraf had them stripped and thrown into prison, where they remained
for 17 days ; they then escaped with the connivance of their guards.1
Ahmad Pasha, of Baghdad, in response to an appeal for help from
Ashraf, sent him some troops and, it is said, some cannon*2 Ashraf then
marched N.N. W. to the village of Murchakhur, near which he encamped.
Nadir, after being relieved of the presence of Tahmasp, marched to-
wards Isfahan via Natanz,3 and was only a few miles east of Murchakhur
at the time of Ashraf s arrival there. He did not venture to attack the
Afghans, but made a feint towards Isfahan in the hope of luring the enemy
from their position. The ruse was successful, as Ashraf advanced to the
attack. Ashraf, in imitation of Nadir's tactics at Mihmandust, had
formed his troops into one body, and placed his artillery on the flanks.
The Persians wheeled round to face the oncoming Afghans, and attacked,
their musketeers being on the van. The Persians* attack was so successful
that many of the Afghan cannon were seized ; severe hand-to-hand
fighting ensued in which the Persians were victorious, despite furious-
flank and rear attacks by the enemy. The Persians pressed home their
advantage and captured the remainder of the Afghan artillery and many
prisoners, amongst whom were a number of Turks. Nadir is said to
have treated these Turks kindly and to have set them free.
Ashraf reached Isfahan in the evening, and immediately made prepara-
tions for flight Every available animal was collected for the conveyance
of the women, children and treasures, and a start was made for Shiraz
three days later (i3th November).4
On learning of the Afghans' evacuation of Isfahan, Nadir marched from
1 See the letter from John Home, the Agent at Gombroon, to London, dated the 3ist December;
1729/nth January, 1730 (Vol. XV of Persia and the Persian Gulf Records), and the Gombwon
Diary of the gth/aoth December,
•Mirza Mahdi (p. 65) states that Ahmad Pasha sent " several Pashas and a fitting number of
men/' and Shaikh IJazin adds that he also dispatched a brigade of artillery-men* Lcmgrifjg,
in his Four Centuries of Modern 'Iraq (p. 135, note 3) says: " The statement in Jihau Gusha
and in Jones that a formidable army of Turks, under the Governor of Hamaclan, were with
the Afghans is impossible to accept/' The truth probably is that only a small contingent
of Turks was actually sent.
»The Natanz route, though longer than the road via Quhrud, was practicable for artillery, whereas
the other was not.
'Gombroon Diary, 24th December/4th January (on the authority of letters from Cockell and
Geekie from Isfahan dated the 4th/yth and 9th/2oth December). Mirza Mahdi, however,
states, in T.N. (page 67) and the Durra-yi-Nadira (pp. 75 and 76), that Ashraf Ht I?fahan
on the same night that he arrived from Murchakhur. As Cockell and Geekie were on the
spot, their testimony is to be preferred.

